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New Fih Sunday Video: The Mission Connues at the Children’s Home
For more than a century, the Florida United Methodist Children’s Home has cared for children and youth
who have experienced varying levels of trauma. It is a privilege to care for them like our own. We have a new
Fi(h Sunday video available at h+ps://youtu.be/yRfNnmOnYM4, and ask that you please share it with your
church and use it in your virtual services. In the video, our President & CEO Kitwana McTyer shares how our
mission con7nues to guide the Children’s Home in its ministry. This mission doesn’t stop, regardless of the
circumstances in which we ﬁnd ourselves. We serve an awesome God!
May has a ﬁ(h Sunday, which means we will be celebra7ng the Fi(h Sunday Oﬀering. This Oﬀering is one of
the best ways to ensure the Children’s Home can con7nue to provide the vital support to those we serve. We
know that there are some who are unable to support the Children’s Home at this 7me, due to the ﬁnancial
eﬀects of the pandemic. However, for those who are able to give to this oﬀering, please do so by going to
our website at www.fumch.org and clicking the “DONATE” bu+on. You can also text “spark” to 50155. The
Fi(h Sunday supplies are also available electronically on our website.
A Word to Our Volunteers: We Miss You!

During the pandemic, the Florida United Methodist Children’s Home – like churches and other organiza7ons around the world – has ins7tuted various precau7onary measures to ensure the safety of our children
and staﬀ. One of them is the current suspension of volunteers at this 7me. In the midst of this season of
social distancing, we wanted to take a moment and let our volunteers know that we miss you all so much!
Because of the vast scope of the Children’s Home’s services, we regularly have a large amount of tasks and
responsibili7es that need to be fulﬁlled. Volunteers play a vital role in the ministry of the Children’s Home,
from those who volunteer on a regular basis to those who come as a part of a mission group. These wonderful servants carry out a variety of tasks, from serving in our Resale Shop and helping prepare mailings in
our Development Department to assis7ng our Maintenance team and volunteering at the Madison Youth
Ranch. Last year alone, the Children’s Home u7lized nearly 16,000 hours of volunteer service. Lynn Bellomy, Volunteer Manager at the Children’s Home, spoke of the powerful eﬀects our volunteers have on
both the children we serve and on our staﬀ. “We miss all of our volunteers so much! Some7mes people
don’t realize that one kind word or ac7on can make a diﬀerence in a child’s life,” Bellomy said. “So, when
people come out to serve our children, they have no idea the eﬀects they have on their lives.” We couldn’t
do what we do without these selﬂess individuals.
While we are not currently u7lizing volunteers, we are eager to get them back on campus as soon as it is
safe to do so! In the mean7me, we want to encourage our volunteers and other supporters and friends to
check out the Needs List sec7on of the Link to learn how you can currently support the Children’s Home
through dona7ons. For any ques7ons about volunteering, please contact Lynn Bellomy at 386.668.4774
ext. 2321 or lynn.bellomy@fumch.org. Thanks for all of your support!
(More on back...)

Easter at the Children’s Home
Members of the Florida United Methodist Children’s
Home were privileged to join with Chris7ans around the
world in celebra7ng Easter. We proclaimed the lifegiving truth that Jesus rose from the dead, a tenet that
has guided the work of the Children’s Home since its incep7on. While this Easter certainly felt diﬀerent from
others, the powerful hope of Jesus Christ was incredibly
palpable amongst both of our campuses.
Since mid-March, our Spiritual Life Department has been
holding worship services outside in an on-campus ﬁeld.
Not only has it provided a place to prac7ce safe social
distancing prac7ces (as the co+age groups have maintained a six-foot distance from one another), but it has
also allowed the congrega7on to experience a new perspec7ve of worship. For Holy Week, the children par7cipated in sta7ons that allowed them to walk through the
events leading up to Jesus’ cruciﬁxion. One of the sta7ons involved the children placing their painted hands
on a taped banner. On Easter Sunday, the banner was
displayed with a tape removed, revealing a cross in the
midst of the mess. There was also a socially distant Easter egg hunt and cookout on Saturday. At our Madison
Youth Ranch, they also par7cipated socially-distant Easter egg hunt with ﬂashlights. They “a+ended” Sunday service online, and then enjoyed a tradi7onal Easter lunch
that our Ranch Administrator Mica Renfroe prepared.
The children reminisced about the various recipes within
their family for Easter dishes. They spent the remainder
of the a(ernoon playing various themed games.
“We want our young people to understand that, especially in these 7mes, the church isn’t the building,” said
Rev. Madeline Luzinski, the Director of Pastoral Care.
While things deﬁnitely felt diﬀerent this year, Pastor
Madeline shared that this Easter actually allowed her
team to help the children draw parallels to the ﬁrst Easter. In that ﬁrst Resurrec7on Day, there was a lot of grief
and confusion. She said it allowed the team to drive
home the point that Easter comes to us in many forms,
and it is not always controlled and expected. “As we’ve
been worshipping outside and doing other diﬀerent
things, it is our inten7on to worship God that makes us
the church. Even when things look diﬀerent, Easter s7ll
happens and God is s7ll present.” From all of us at your
Children’s Home, we pray that the hope of Easter sustains you today and always.

Have You Considered a Charitable Gi Annuity?
When you fund a charitable gi( annuity with the
Children’s Home, we send you cash back every
year for as long as you live. The payments we
send to you are at ﬁxed, a+rac7ve rates based on
your age at the 7me you fund your gi( annuity.
The rates never change, no ma+er how long your
live or what the economy may do.
A gi( annuity also provides you with income tax
and capital gains beneﬁts. A(er a life7me of payments to you, the remaining funds in the gi( annuity support the Children’s Home. If you would
like more informa7on about gi( annui7es, contact Elisabeth Gadd, Chief Development Oﬃcer,
at 386.753.2066, or at plannedgiving@fumch.org.

TESTIMONIAL FROM AN ALUMNUS
“I got taken away from my mom because she
had some family problems and she needed to
be alone and get everything going smoothly
again. So I ﬁrst went to a foster home. Then,
my sister and I went to a place called the Florida United Methodist Children’s Home. When I
moved to the Children’s Home, they taught me
a lot of helpful things. They taught me how to
have good table manners and they also taught
me how to respect my peers and elders. During
my 7me at the Children’s Home, my behavior
changed big 7me. My brother and sister lived
there too. At the Children’s Home, we had a big
swimming pool and a recrea7on department.
My mom did much be+er, and a(erward I went
home to live like a normal kid.”

Current Resident Needs
*Note: We are once again able to receive inperson donaons*
• Toothpaste
• Plas7c clothes hangers (no metal)
• Male deodorant
• Bath towels
• Plas7c cereal bowls
• Washcloths
• Lo7on

