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Children’s Home Students Finish School Year Strong! 

As our na�on implemented safeguards to fight the spread of COVID-19, the needs of everyday life con�nued to 

press on all of us. This was especially evident in the field of educa�on, where countless teachers and administra-

tors grappled with the need for con�nued quality teaching in a �me where we can’t gather together. Here at the 

Florida United Methodist Children’s Home, we are proud to say that our students finished out the 2019-2020 

school year strong. In response to the pandemic, our elementary school-aged children, along with our other chil-

dren who a/end off-campus schools, shi1ed to a completely online-based program. This was also true of our chil-

dren at the Madison Youth Ranch. For our Legacy Scholars Academy (LSA) students, they were given work packets 

and specific �mes to work with our on-campus staff to complete their assignments. 

 

In addi�on to students comple�ng the school year requirements, the Children’s Home is very proud that we have 

five students who have finished their high school studies and are set to graduate. Of these five, three are current-

ly studying at Daytona State College and the other two are in our Independent Living Program. We will be having 

a virtual gradua�on ceremony on July 16, where a very limited number of students and staff will gather in our 

gym. We will share more about this in an upcoming Link. Trevis Bright, our Director of Educa�on, spoke about the 

tension of gradua�on in a pandemic. “I wish we could have had a tradi�onal ceremony, so that the children’s fam-

ilies could have been here to celebrate in person,” he said. “However, this will give them an opportunity to see 

the students and celebrate with them, even from a distance.”  

 

Bright said that the students and staff have done an incredible job in adap�ng to the new reali�es around them. 

“We have all learned the importance of flexibility from this situa�on,” he said. “While we plan and prepare ahead 

of �me, �mes like these remind us that not everything is set in stone.” We are hoping to move forward with on-

campus school in the fall, depending on the guidance we receive from Volusia County Public Schools. In the mean-

�me, we want to thank everyone who con�nues to hold our children and staff in your prayers, and we hope to be 

able to see you all soon! 

(More on back...) 

Back To School Dona�on Drive 

As the Florida United Methodist Children’s Home enjoys the beginning of summer and our students have begun 

their par�cipa�on in our annual Summer Fun program, prepara�ons are already being made for the 2020-2021 

school year. While the landscape for this school year s�ll remains to be seen, we know that providing our chil-

dren with the high quality educa�on they desperately need will con�nue to be one of our highest priori�es.  

 

A substan�al way we meet this need is to ensure we have the supplies required to make this a reality. The Chil-

dren’s Home has been blessed by countless individuals, churches, and groups who con�nue to support us in so 

many ways. Dona�ons are a vital part of our ministry, as they enable us to be/er serve the children. We have 

put together a list of our school needs, and ask that you and your church take up a back-to-school drive to help 

as we prepare to serve our students’ educa�onal needs for the 2020-2021 school year. For any ques�ons, 

please contact our Volunteer Manager Lynn Bellomy at lynn.bellomy@fumch.org or 386-668-4774 ext. 2321. 

Thanks for the many ways you con�nue to support the children.  



Current Resident Needs 

• Sunscreen (SPF 50, in par�cular) 

• Socks (adult size, par�cularly) 

• Boxer shorts (sizes S and M) 

• Toothpaste 

• Plas�c clothes hangers (no metal) 

• Male deodorant 

• Bath towels 

• Plas�c cereal bowls 

• Washcloths 

• Lo�on 

Have You Considered a Charitable Gi" Annuity? 

When you fund a charitable gi1 annuity with the 

Children’s Home, we send you cash back every 

year for as long as you live. The payments we 

send to you are at fixed, a/rac�ve rates based on 

your age at the �me you fund your gi1 annuity. 

The rates never change, no ma/er how long your 

live or what the economy may do. 

 

A gi1 annuity also provides you with income tax 

and capital gains benefits. A1er a life�me of pay-

ments to you, the remaining funds in the gi1 an-

nuity support the Children’s Home. If you would 

like more informa�on about gi1 annui�es, con-

tact Elisabeth Gadd, Chief Development Officer, 

at 386.753.2066, or at plannedgiving@fumch.org.  

Foster Care Celebrates In May And June 

Foster Care Services is a vital part of the ministry of the 

Florida United Methodist Children’s Home. With offices 

in four coun�es, and the recently secured contract to 

provide therapeu�c foster care in Hillsborough County, 

our Foster Care Services program helps ensure the Chil-

dren’s Home is reaching more children. May and June 

were designated as Foster Parent Apprecia�on Month 

and Na�onal Reunifica�on Month, respec�vely, and we 

are incredibly proud to be a part of this important minis-

try to the community. 

 

This May, through personalized efforts, we were s�ll 

able to li1 up the vital work of our foster families. While 

Foster Parent Apprecia�on Month celebrates the ways 

that foster parents support children and families, Na-

�onal Reunifica�on Month is an opportunity to rejoice 

with families who “have overcome obstacles to provid-

ing their child a safe and nurturing home environment 

and are able to successfully reunify a1er their child was 

placed in the state child welfare system,” (Florida Coali-

�on for Children press release).  Having a focus both on 

foster parents and reunifica�on celebrates the necessary 

work of foster care in repairing family structures.   

 

“There are a lot of pieces to the child welfare puzzle,” 

said Cedric Davis, Director of Foster Care at the Chil-

dren’s Home. “Without foster parents, we would be 

missing a huge piece of this puzzle.” Currently, the Chil-

dren’s Home has 66 licensed foster families serving in 

four coun�es across the state. Addi�onally, we were re-

cently awarded a contract to provide therapeu�c foster 

services in Hillsborough County, which will allow us to 

serve foster children in need of a higher level of care. 

Davis named three things that he expects from our fos-

ter families, which are: safety, permanency, and well-

being. “This is what we’re trying to accomplish in the 

lives of our children,” said Davis, “and our foster families 

do these three things incredibly well.” 

 

The Foster Care program allows the Children’s Home to 

serve more children in more places, also enabling us to 

support other communi�es by keeping their children 

safe. If you would like to learn more about Foster Care 

Services at the Children’s Home or how you can partner 

with us, please contact Cedric Davis at 

cedric.davis@fumch.org or 813.240.9980. 

FATHER’S DAY TESTIMONIAL FROM ALUMNUS 

“I li1 up a man who gives much, much more 

than he takes. A man that shows loyalty and is a 

great inspira�on. A man who is an ideal role 

model. A man who devotes his �me to children. 

A man who has accomplished prac�cally every 

goal he set for himself. A man that should be 

represented as a great leader. Thanks for being 

there for me. Happy Father’s Day to a great 

man!” 


